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THE 



CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 



OF 



THE ACADEMY. 



At a meeting of the American Academy held Oct. 8, 1879, a Centennial Committee 
was appointed to deliberate on the best method of celebrating the hundredth anniver- 
sary of the foundation of the Academy. The following committee was appointed : — 

Eobeet C. WlNTHEOP, Chairman. 

John A. Lowell. Asa Gray. 

Nathaniel Thayer. W. B. Eogers. 

B. E. Cotting. H. H. Hunnewell. 

Erastus B. Bigelow. J. Ingersoll Bowditch. 

J. P. Cooke. Alexander Agassiz. 

Bobert Amory. Theodore Lyman, Secretary. 

The vacancy afterwards occasioned by the death of Mr. Bigelow was filled by 
the appointment of Mr. Edward Atkinson. 

The Committee fixed on Wednesday, May 26, 1880, as the day for the celebration, 
and decided that the exercises should be in two parts, a public meeting at the Old 
South Church with an address by the President, Hon. C. F. Adams, and a reception at 
the hall of the Academy. Formal invitations were issued to corresponding Societies, 
to Foreign Honorary Members, and to other persons of distinction. 

On the day appointed, at noon, the Committee received the Fellows and guests at 
the hall of the Academy in the Athenseum building. The company counted about 
three hundred gentlemen, of whom one hundred were Fellows. 

Seventeen foreign academies were represented by delegates : — 
The Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, by J. McPherson Le Moine, and George 
Stewart, Jr. 



Z CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE ACADEMY. 

The Statistical Society of London, by Edward Jarvis, William Barnes, and John Langton. 
The Cambridge Philosophical Society, by A. G. Greenhill. 
The Geographical Society of Paris, by Arnold Guyot. 
The Geological Society of Paris, by Eckley B. Coxe. 
The Eoyal Swedish Academy of Sciences, by John Ericsson. 
The Imperial Academy of Sciences at St. Petersburg, by Asa Gray. 
The Astronomical Society of Leipsic, by E. C. Pickering. 
The new Zoological Society of Frankfort on the Main, by Oscar Flinsch. 
The Holland Society of Sciences in Haarlem, by James D. Dana and Simon Newcomb. 
The Entomological Society of Brussels, by H. A. Hagen and S. H. Scudder. 
The Society of Natural Sciences in Cherbourg, by Asa Gray, Alexander Agassiz, and W. G. 
Farlow. 

The Geographical Society of Bordeaux, by F. de Boulanger. 

The Academy of Sciences at Bologna, by Alexander Agassiz and Henry 0. Marcy. 

The Academy of the Lynxes in Borne, by Vincenzo Botta and D. A. Wells. 

The Geological Survey of India at Calcutta, by W. T. Blanford. 

The Naval Observatory at San Fernando, by John N. Montojo. 

The learned societies in the United States were represented by numerous delegates : 

The American Philosophical Society, by J. Sergeant Price, Pliny Earle Chase, and Henry 
Phillips, Junior. 

The Academy of Natural Sciences at Philadelphia, by Thomas Meehan, W. M. Canby, Isaac C. 
Martindale, and John H. Eedfield. 

The Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences, by C. S. Lyman. 

The New York Academy of Sciences, by Oliver P. Hubbard and Thomas Egleston. 

The Essex Institute of Salem, by D. B. Hagar and Eobert S. Eantoul. 

The Academy of Sciences at Davenport, Iowa, by C. C. Parry. 

The Albany (N. Y.) Institute, by James Hall and Henry A. Homes. 

The Massachusetts Historical Society, by Charles C. Smith and Samuel A. Green. 

The American Antiquarian Society, by Dwight Foster. 

The New England Historic, Genealogical Society, by Marshall P. Wilder. 

The Thayer School of Civil Engineering at Dartmouth College, by Eobert Fletcher. 

The American Pharmaceutical Association, by S. A. D. Sheppard and F. H. Markoe. 

The American Oriental Society, by Samuel Wells Williams. 

Among the other guests present were : — 

O. C. Marsh and T. W. Gibbs, of New Haven. C. A. Young, of Princeton, New Jersey. 

J. Hammond Trumbull of Hartford. Noah Porter, W. A. Norton, and Benjamin 

Alfred M. Mayer, of Hoboken, New Jersey. Silliman, of New Haven. 
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Charles S. Bradley, J. Lewis Diman, and E. G. Hazard of Peacedale, Rhode Island. 

Zachariah Allen, of Providence. Henry L. Abbot, U. S. A. 

Henry A. Rowland of Baltimore. Albert N. Arnold of Pawtucket, Rhode Island. 

C. H. F. Peters of Clinton, New York. Thomas Hill of Portland, Maine. 
Raphael Pumpelly of Newport, Rhode Island. 

At one o'clock the company proceeded to the Old South Meeting House, where the 
Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, who had consented, on a few hours' notice, to deliver the 
chief address, presided. Around him, on the platform, sat Professor William B. 
Rogers, president of the Institute of Technology; the venerable Mark Hopkins of 
Williamstown ; the Very Reverend the Dean of Chester, England ; Joseph Lovering, 
the Vice-President, and other officers of the Academy. 

The Rev. Dr. Mark Hopkins invoked the blessing of Divine Providence upon the 
occasion, and then followed the 

ADDRESS BY THE HON. ROBERT C. WINTHROP. 

We are here, ladies and gentlemen, to commemorate the hundredth anniversary 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. The committee of arrangements, 
whose organ I have the honor to be, have selected for our public exercises this ven- 
erable meeting-house, in which not a few of those who founded our institution, a 
hundred years ago, were accustomed to assemble for the worship of God; and in 
which many more of them had often met, on most memorable occasions, to take counsel 
for the defence of American liberty. It is the meeting-house, too, in which the govern- 
ors and legislatures of our Commonwealth, for a long succession of years, and until a 
somewhat recent period, have listened to their annual election sermon, on this very 
day of the year, — the last Wednesday of May. Having been providentially spared 
from the flames of the great Boston fire of 1872 — of the arrest of whose ravages in 
this direction it stands as a landmark and a monument, — I had almost said as a brand 
from the burning, — it has mainly owed its continued preservation to the pious and 
patriotic efforts of the ladies of our city and vicinity ; and to them and their associ- 
ates of our own sex we offer our grateful acknowledgments for the privilege of being 
here to-day. 

But, my friends, this Old South meeting-house has an association for us, as an 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, nearer and dearer than any of those to which I have 
alluded. It was here, on this spot, in the old church edifice of this parish, that, with 
a punctuality and a despatch which seemed to prefigure, as it certainly characterized, 



